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Opening Hymn 
 
AM96  Brightest and best of the sons of the morning 
     (t. Epiphany) 
 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 
richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
dearer to God are the gifts of the poor. 
 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

(Words:  Reginald Heberl) 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The priest introduces the Mass 
 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
Gloria in excelsis 

  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 
your glory.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy upon 
us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer.  
  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  
 

 
Collect 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of 
your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
A reading from the first book of Samuel  

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. 
The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to 
grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was.  

Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I 
am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But 
he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay 
down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went 
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I 
did not call, my son; lie down again.’  

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the 
Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the 
Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is 
listening.’  
     (1 Samuel 3: 1-10) 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 



 

5 
 

 
CHON66  Be still and know that I am God  

                                                        [t Be still and know]   
 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 
 
I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
 
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 
 

A reading from the Revelation to St John  
 
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a 
scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven 
seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?’ And no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open 
the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly 
because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. 
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’  

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures 
and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been 
slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and 
took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seat-
ed on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living 
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creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, 
each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints.  

They sing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and 
to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood 
you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language 
and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’  
    (Revelation 5: 1-10) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the 
nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 
Alleluia… 
 

Gospel Reading 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
  
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said 
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to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 
Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly 
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, 
‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, 
‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’  

Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.’  
     (John 1: 43-end) 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God, from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
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of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.    
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 
 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
The peace of the Lord  be always with you.   
And also with you.  
  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

Offertory Hymn 
AM494    I the Lord of sea and sky  
     [t. Here I am, Lord] 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 

  My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send? 
 
 Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 

  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?  
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I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send? 
   [Words: Daniel L Schutte] 
 

Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
but hearts and voices raised in praise 
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Lord be with you.        
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.             
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
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In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
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Our Father, 
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.    

  
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in the one bread.   

  
Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy upon us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy upon us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace.  

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his Supper.  
 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed.  
  
All baptised Christians are welcome to receive communion. We ask 
that you do not intinct or dip your communion wafer in the chalice. If 
you are concerned about the spread of Covid-19, it is entirely 
acceptable to receive the bread only. 
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 After Communion: Second Sunday Choir 
 
On this day (Tune: “Personent Hodie”, arr Holst) 
 
On this day earth shall ring 
With the song children sing 
To the Lord, Christ our King 
Born on earth to save us; 
Him the Father gave us. 
Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
God’s bright star, o’er His head, 
Wise men three to Him led; 
Kneel they low by His bed, 
Lay their gifts before Him, 
Praise Him and adore Him. 
Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
On this day angels sing; 
With their song Earth shall ring, 
Praising Christ, heaven’s King, 
Born on earth to save us; 
Peace and love He gave us. 
Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
(words from Piae Cantiones, 1582) 
 
AM 451  Just as I am, without one plea  
                                                                      [t Saffron Walden] 
 
Just as I am, without one plea 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou biddst me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come.  
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Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve 
because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 
Here for a season, then above, 
 O Lamb of God, I come.  
    [Words: Charlotte Elliott] 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 
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Christ our Lord, 
to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,  
reveal to you his glory 
and pour upon you the riches of his grace; 
and the blessing … 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn 
 

AM754  O worship the king                             [t Hannover]  
 
O worship the King, all glorious above; 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.   

 
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.  
 
O measureless might, ineffable love, 
While angels delight to hymn thee above, 
Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,  
With true adoration shall sing to thy praise.  
     [Words: Robert Grant] 

 


