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Dear All, 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER are key days in the Christian Year.      
This year we have been following the Passion themes with a series of 
Friday night films in Church, with the weekly long reading sheets on 
the back table – and, for the Confirmation Candidates, a powerful       
session seeing the story through lots of different people’s eyes. Please 
do come and share in our services too! 
 
PALM SUNDAY April 2nd at 10am:  All Age Parish Mass focuses in a 
new way on the ride Jesus made inside the City of Jerusalem on a    
donkey - with active roles for our children. 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 6th at 7.30pm: A quiet service with 
music, remembering the Last Supper and ending with the stripping of 
all the ornaments in Church and prayers at the Altar of Repose. 
GOOD FRIDAY  April 7th at 2pm:  The traditional re-telling of the 
story of Jesus’ crucifixion with Holy Communion.  
EASTER DAY, April 9th at 10am  Easter Fire, Procession into Church 
and, after Mass, the Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

THIS PRAYER BY ST TERESA OF AVILA was 
used at the visit of the Archdeacon of Hackney 
when he came to talk to the PCC about the future 
of St James’. It is all about everyone being the 
hands and feet of Jesus, doing his work for the 
good of us all.  What can you do to help?  

 

 
THE JUNIOR MUSIC GROUP were out in force on Passion Sunday. Piano, voice, 
cellos, guitar, clarinet, flute - triangle and percussion - all came together to     
accompany the congregation as they sang the great Bach chorale, ‘O sacred 
head sore wounded’.  It is so good to see how many of our young people are     
musical so many thank to Lucy Haire for doing all the coordination!  
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BEATRICE AWOONOR-RENNER   The details of Beatrice’s final services at 
St James’ have now been announced. Her body will be brought into Church on 
Wednesday 5th April and there will be a Requiem Mass at 6.30pm.  
The Church will remain closed until 1pm on Maundy Thursday, 6th April and her 
funeral will begin at 2pm.  We anticipate a lot of people will want to be present 
and we advise you to come early in order to get a seat. 
The good news is that Adam will have returned from a short visit to the US and 
will be ready to play the new organ for these two services, the first time it will 
have been played in public! This is a further tribute to Beatrice’s memory. 

 
THE ORGAN PROJECT I think it is only just dawning on some people just how        
complicated a task we set ourselves when we decided to rebuild and extend our     
organ! Dismantling the old instrument, building a new wood and steel gallery,       
refurbishing all the 1500 pipes, building a new swell box and all the wind chests 
needed for each department, gilding and rotating the organ to face the nave, this has 
been a huge task. But thanks to the careful design work and the sheer expertise of 
Paul Mortier of MPOS, ably assisted by his father Roy, we are almost there. Today I 
actually heard Paul play a verse of ‘Tell out my soul' on the new organ. Yea! 

 
THANKS MOHAMMAD!  Beginning a new series of ‘Who will do this in 
future?', I am very grateful to Mohammad Bagheri, one of our Confirma-
tion candidates, who is gradually learning how to be the Church Sacristan. 
This involves knowing about all the ‘props’ that make up our worship – 
everything from the chalices and the bread and wine of Holy Communion 
to the setting up the Crib at Christmas and the Resurrection Garden at 
Easter. Then there are books and pews sheets to be put out and the      
coloured altar frontals to be changed for the various seasons of the 
Church’s Year. But we also need one or more people to wash and iron the 
Church linens - not just the heavy altar cloths but also those for the tables 
in the sanctuary and the small purificators. Any offers please?   
 

MAY 2023 IS GOING TO BE A BIG MONTH!   Firstly 
we hope that you will all come to the special Choral     
Evensong and the opening recital of the new organ on 
Sunday May 7th, starting at 5pm. With a fantastic choir 
and Bishop Stephen Oliver to preach this is going to be a 
red letter day. To make sure there is space, Vicky Bellamy 
is setting up an Eventbrite electronic ticketing system. 
Details will be available very shortly. We are delighted to 
be welcoming guests from far and wide, many of whom 
have contributed the process of getting the Project to this 
point. But we want the ‘home team’ there too! Do come. 

 
MAY 2023: CONFIRMATIONS Two weeks later, on Sunday May 21st, Bishop      
Joanne will travel to St James’ to confirm eight of our newer members:  Mohammad 
Bagheri, Thomas G., Karensa Greenaway, Rebecca Lee, Eva Kasella, Jade Nichol-
son, Anneke Pol and Belle Williams. Despite their very busy lives they have set time 
aside to  deepen their experience of being a Christian in the 21st century and we do 
hope that  you will support them as they make this big commitment.   

 
 
Please do keep in touch!  
 
Best wishes as ever, 
John 


