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St James’ Islington:  discovering how to live like Jesus in the 21st century 

Readers:  Shirley Chinery, Clem Friry, Sam Lewis  
Interceder;  Kerri Allen 
Cantors:      Ros Ford and Isabel Nisbet 
AV editor:  Adam Dickson 
Music for the day:  Purcell, Thou knowest Lord 
   TP171   God of mercy and compassion 
   AM123 With ashes, prayer and acts of love  
   TP215   Litany of Penitence  
   Stabat Mater   Giovanni Pergolesi 
   AM121  Forty Days and forty nights  

Collect:  God of the desert, as 
we follow Jesus into the     
unknown, may we recognise 
the tempter when he comes. 
Let it be your bread we eat, 
your world we serve and you 
alone we worship; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

IT ALL STARTED SO WELL!  
In our Service of the Word today 
we start with Shirley Chinery    
reading the story of what happened 
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday. The crowds were 
ecstatic - ripping off the branches of 
palm trees and anything else  they  
could get hold of. Here was Jesus - 
at last! Each year at this time of the 
year we are given small strips of 
palm to hold, symbolically shaped 
into a cross.  
And there is the theme for this Ash 

Wednesday: the way joy and happiness so quickly turns into dust and ashes in our 
hands when we decide to turn asway from the love that God extends to us so      
willingly. It is the story of Adam and Eve and the Fall and it is the story of so many 
episodes in our own lives when we thought everything was going so well and then 
we decided to go it alone. And if that tale of hubris and pride before a fall sounds 
familiar in our own experience, it isn’t surprising that it also features in so many  
great works of literature (think Mr Darcy in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice!)  
But the question then is, what do we do when we realise we have been too full of 
our own importance? Today we focus on what happens when we burn those palm 
crosses and they become ash - in the words of the funeral service “dust to dust,   
ashes to ashes...” On this day we stand before God and admit the faults and        
failings, using words and music designed to move our hearts back to where they 
should be. 

LENT STUDY Thanks to the pandemic (can we say such a 
thing?!) many of us have become very familiar with Zoom. Zoom 
allows us to be in visual touch with each whatever our geograph-
ical location and that breaks down many of the difficulties we have 
had when trying to set up study groups in the past.  
So we hope that you will be interested in a short, three session   
discussion on passages from John Barton’s book, The History of 
the Bible (published by Penguin and, available from the Book   
Depository at £10.50). If you would like to take part please get in 
touch with Isabel for a zoom link (see right).               

 
 

WEBCAMS It has taken a full six weeks to get 
Broadband installed in St James’ (wrong postcode, 
some confusion between the Church account and 
that of Fr Evan, the former Vicar who lives in the      
cottages in St James’ Close, plus a problem with 
hubs) and all that before CAVS started to install all 
the high tech equipment! Now we have just three 
weeks to learn how to use the webcams before a 
funeral on March 10th and the baptisms of Ava, Ivy 
and Bella Wilson the following weekend. The upper 
picture shows the general view of the Church. A 
second camera can zoom in to various parts of the 
Church (ie the lectern, the font and the altar). A third 
camera is located above the organ so that viewers 
can see what is being played. As with everything we 
install, the aim is to enhance both our Sunday       
services and provide better facilities for the wider 
community. This is a major step in that direction.  
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PRAYER BOARD/NOTICES Requests for prayer welcome 
    
 
SICK Christopher Browne, Jennifer Franich, Mariolina and Peter Freeth, Emily 

Grainger, Kris Hyde, Hayley Jenkins, John, Kingsley Lewis, John Scott,    
Charlie Sharpe, Vera Taggart, Lyn Thompson and Melanie   
Toogood.  

DEPARTED    We pray for the soul of Carol Saunders (Graham Street) who 
died on Sunday. She will be laid to rest from St James’ on 
Wednesday 10th March.       

ANNIVERSARIES  Today: Bill Barton (2002); 23rd: Daisy Hughes, Don Rowan 
(1996); 24th: Stuart Low (1996); 25th: Fr Jack Holden (1996), 
Hilary Oliver (2010), Stanley Nisbet (2004), Fr Ron Farley 
(2017).   
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH LINKS  In the US: Suzanne Smith, Rector 
of Grace Church, Alvin, Texas. Suzanne’s husband Travis is 
Rector of Holy Comforter, Angleton, 14 miles away. Japan: Fr 
Sebastian and Yuki Naniwa serving in Ehime near Hiroshima. 
 PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE  Our prayers continue for Nazanin 
Zaghari Radcliffe in the hope that some kind of formula can 
allow her to return to the UK as soon as possible. 

Currently 

suspended 

Parish Priest: Fr John Burniston 1a Arlington Square, N1 7DS   020 7226 4108  |  07989 281123  
email: vicar@stjamesislington.org   |   www.stjamesislington.org   |   Administrator: admin@stjamesislington.org 

  Churchwardens: Hilary Roden and Isabel Nisbet  |  Hall Bookings: hallatstjames@gmail.com      

Calendar and Daily Prayer themes 
 

Sun 21 LENT 1        Vicky Bellamy, Holly, Josh Campbell; Albert and Annie Bryan  
Mon 22  DEL Lent 1             Fr John, Maria and Sinead Burniston; Vivienne Carlton 
Tues 23  St Polycarp                Chris, Katja, Arnold and Egon Carter;  Thiago Chang  
Wed 24  Ember Day   Dionne, Aly, Sophie, Emma and Jack Carter; Shirley Chinery                      
Thurs 25 Feria                     Carly Cunningham, James, Michael and Francis Russell                       
Fri 26  Ember Day                                    Cyril Daley; Dennis Davis; Amanda Doyle                  
Sat 27  George Herbert                     Teresa Pereira, Richard, Mae and Ivy Dennison 
Sun 28 LENT 2                                 Sophie Duffy; James, Reggie and Olive Murphy  

THIS WEEK  
 
Sun 21 LENT 1/ASHING SUNDAY  Streamed ‘Service of the Word’ at 10am. 
Tues Fr John away for a family funeral in Baldock.  
Wed 6pm Grace Church, Alvin, Texas: zoom prayers.  
Thurs 6pm Evening Prayer. 6.15 Basic Christianity course looks at St Mark (2).   
Sun 21 LENT 2  Streamed ‘Service of the Word’ at 10am. 

LENT STUDY 
The proposal is to ‘meet’ on 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm on 

March 3rd, March 17th 
and March 31st. 

Ken Thompson will be the 
convener and host. 

Please contact Isabel  
(nisbet.isabel@gmail.com) 
to receive the zoom link.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR ASHING SUNDAY  
 

Entry Music:   Thou knowest, Lord      Henry Purcell    
   Sung by the Choir of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, Stephen Darlington, Director, Stephen Farr, organist (Nimbus 1995) 

 
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts.  
Shut not thy merciful ears unto our prayers;  
but spare us, Lord most holy. 
O God most mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour,  
thou most worthy judge eternal,  
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of death  
to fall from thee. Amen.  

 
Introduction 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Peace be with you and welcome to St James’ Church, Islington, for this     
Service of the Word for the first Sunday of Lent, Ashing Sunday.  
 
After last week’s St Valentine’s Day celebration which opened with Nat King 
Cole’s ‘When I fall in love’ - which seems to have been a really popular choice 
right across the generations - we change down a gear for the start of the   
rather more sombre and sober season of Lent. The hangings are now purple 
rather than green, the flowers have gone and for the next forty days we are 
invited to wrestle with the gap between the person we would like to be and 
the person who is often a good deal less pleasant to know.  
 
And if we are want one symbol to sum up that difference then ‘ash’ might be 
a good one to choose.  
 
To help us to really grasp the significance of Ashing Sunday, let’s remind   
ourselves of the week-end that began the last week of Jesus’ life - the day we 
often call Palm Sunday. Jerusalem was full of people desperate to see Jesus for 
the first time. His reputation as a preacher and healer had gone ahead of him 
and everyone wanted to see if the things they had heard were really true.  
 
Somehow this brow-beaten city, sick to death of being occupied by the     
Roman army and the sickening control of the ‘men in black’ - the chief priests 
and the corrupt circle of officials who worked under them - managed to turn 
the city into a carnival. As soon as Jesus came into sight, they raced around 
the streets, pulling down palms and anything else they could find to wave at 
him. The noise of the shouting and the chanting was deafening but no one 
seemed to mind: at last there was someone here to raise their spirits and to 
give them hope.     
 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE 
WORD    

for Lent 1 
Sunday February 21st 2021   

 
as streamed from  
St James’ Church  

Islington N1  
 



1st reading:   (St Mark 11: 7-18 CEV)  After the disciples had thrown their cloaks 
over a small donkey, they journeyed together into the City.  
As signs of welcome, some of the people took off their cloaks and laid them on 
the ground like a carpet; others spread palm branches from the local fields.  
As they went, the crowd sang ‘Hosanna’ which means ‘Lord, save us’. Others  
looked back to the time of King David: ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’ The city was full of excitement.  
 

St Mark’s Gospel is always good at ‘telling like it is’. There are no spare 
words anywhere. Indeed, if you can put aside an hour or so, can I invite you 
to sit down and read chapters 9-15 of St Mark - all in one go - sometime 
this Lent: that would be a really useful thing to do.  
 
Because there you will see how the story continues with one bitter       
argument  after another. No sooner has Jesus ridden through the city than 
he is in the Temple, throwing out the money changers; then the chief 
priests accost him in the street and challenge his authority. So he tells them 
the parable of the dishonest tenants who end up killing the owner’s son.  
 
Within hours the whole atmosphere in Jerusalem has changed from a      
fiesta into a febrile and very uneven fight which would end up, in less than a 
week, with Jesus’ death on Calvary.   
 
And all the time there was a voice in Jesus’ ear saying ‘You know what? It 
doesn’t have to be like this. There is an easier way’. The voice of the devil, 
tempting Jesus to take short cuts, was never far away... 
 
But first, with those stories in mind let us call to mind the presence of God 
- wherever we are - thanking him for all that he has given us this week; 
thanking him too for the fellowship of the Church which links us not just 
with other members of St James’ but also with our fellow Christians around 
the world seeking to renew their lives this Lent  
 
We start with our Collect:  
 
God of the desert, as we follow Jesus into the unknown, may we 
recognise the tempter when he comes. Let it be your bread we 
eat, your world we serve and you alone we worship; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Word of God 
 

2nd Reading:  (Isaiah 58: 1-12  CEV)  Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your 
voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 
their sins.  
For day after day they look for me and pretend to delight to know my ways; they 
ask  me questions about justice and they come near to me saying ‘Why do we fast, 
but you do not see? Why do we humble ourselves but you do not notice?’  

Will you call this kind of fast, a day acceptable to the Lord when you are only   
serving your own interests?  
You fast only to quarrel and to fight. Simply bowing your heads like bulrushes or 
lying in sackcloth and ashes: this is not the way to humble yourselves. Such fasting 
as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.  
But if you stop abusing the poor, if you stop wagging your fingers and speaking evil 
of one another; if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom will be lifted as 
under the noon day sun. For such good works the Lord will guide you continually; 
he will satisfy your needs as in the wilderness and make your bones strong; you 
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.  
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:  TP171  God of mercy and compassion                [t  Au sang qu’un Dieu] 
  

God of mercy and compassion 
look with pity upon me, 
O wash me from my wickedness, 
from my sin O set me free.  

Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy, let me not implore in vain; 
all my sins I now detest them, never will I sin again.  
 

Do not send me from your presence, 
take your Spirit not from me. 
Make instead a heart of steadfastness, 
full of love and purity.  (R) 

  
You have said a broken spirit  
is the perfect gift for you. 
You despise an empty sacrifice, 
all that’s hollow or not true.   (R) 
 
Lord you teach an inner wisdom; 
may my heart know all your ways, 
that my lips may speak of gladness 
and my mouth ever sing your praise.  (R)   (Words  v1 and chorus E Vaughan; vv2-4  JB) 

 
 
But isn’t there a bit of a mixed message here? Doesn’t the passage from   
Isaiah seem to suggest that God isn’t in the least bit interested in the      
outward signs of repentance - the prayers and the daubing with ash, the      
outward marks that we are sorry for what we have done? Aren’t they ‘just 
show?’  
 
Let’s go back to Palm Sunday.  
 
As we mentioned earlier, the city of Jerusalem was set alight by the arrival 
of Jesus. They couldn’t have been happier.  
 
 



But watching Jesus willingly enduring his Passion and Crucifixion changed all 
that. Happiness based just on what the world had to offer suddenly 
seemed unbelievably trivial. God had so much more to offer. And so the 
people of Jerusalem remembered the test that Jesus had already faced in 
the desert and they began to take their time of repentance a lot more     
seriously.     
 

Gospel Acclamation:    
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  
We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.   
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  

 
Gospel 

 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 

 
(St Matthew 4: 1-11) Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he 
was famished with hunger. Then the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the 
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But Jesus        
answered, ‘It is written, “We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.” ’ 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.” ’ 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the       
kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, 
Satan! for it is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”  
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Reflection  
   

After his baptism, Jesus was at a crossroads. He had heard his Father’s voice 
telling the world that he was his Father’s chosen one, his beloved. He had 
heard the command that followed it: that they were to listen to all that   
Jesus had to say. Which was: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of God is near’. And 
in our Bibles, just sixteen verses later, Jesus’ words: ‘Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me…’ This was not going to be a walk in the park. 
 

And it is that contrast between the joy of his arrival in Jerusalem and his   
journey to the Cross, his Passion during Holy Week, that makes Ashing such 
a key moment in the Church’s year.  
 
Here they are: the crosses we carry on Palm 
Sunday.   

 
The crosses at St James’ come from eight small 
villages in the Masasi area of southern         
Tanzania. These dwarf 
palms grow wild and in 
the first part of the  
operation the palms  
are cut into strips 
about three or four 
feet long and then they 
are allowed to dry.  
After that they are tak-
en - on bikes or by foot 
- into the villages and 
woven into the palms 
we are so familiar with 
on Palm Sunday.   
 
But as Lent the following year comes closer and our sense of the need to 
mark a new beginning in our walk with God gets stronger, so we convert the 
joyful palms into the ash which has always been a mark of sorrow. 
 
Do you remember the story of Jonah in the Old Testament? Once Jonah had 
escaped from the whale, he discovered that Nineveh (the city God had   
wanted to him go to in the first place) really was as corrupt as God had said. 
So he preached at the court of the King and he preached in the city squares, 
the need for them to repent (while secretly hoping that they wouldn’t be-
cause he wanted to see what God would do - but that is another story!)  
 
However Jonah was a preaching legend! The Ninevites did exactly what he 
asked of them: they stopped behaving as they had been doing and - yes - they 
put on rough sackcloth for clothes and poured ash on their heads, as a sign of 
their changed ways.   
 
So how do we - in practice - practically, convert the palms of joy into the ash 
of penitence?  Its harder than it looks and involves burning the palms and 
then pounding them in a mortar with a pestle, until they turn into nice 
smooth ash!   
 
Fortunately there are easier ways to do this: we can now buy the ash from 
any number of Church suppliers who do all the hard work for us!  
 

 



Hymn:    AM123  With ashes, prayer and acts of love     [t EH270  Bangor] 
 
   With ashes, prayer and acts of love  
   your Church must journey, Lord; 
   that in this Lenten walk with you 
   our lives may be restored.  
 
   From desert to the mountain top, 
   we hear the Tempters sway. 
   Lord, grant us strength to stay with you 
   the Truth, the Life, the Way.  
    
    For thirsting hearts let water flow, 
   each fainting soul revive; 
   that we may know the ash of guilt  
   washed clean by Easter life.                [Words:  Alan Hommerding, adapted JB]   
     
  So what might the  ‘ash’ at the heart of today come to symbolise: the ash of 

reality, the ash that reminds us that we can’t go on ignoring the needs of the 
world and our responsibility to listen more carefully to our neighbours - and 
more keenly to God? In what way is the devil trying to persuade us that there 
is ‘an easier way’ to live? 

  
 In this pandemic year, we really don’t need any further encouragement to turn 

in ourselves. We already have too much thinking time’! But the way the devil 
works is to make us even more concerned, in times like this, with ourselves, 
our lives and the lives of those most closely related to us. It is ’the easier way’.   

  
 It is also easier to think that everything around us is awful and that it isn’t   

going to get any better! The effect of the Covid pandemic has been tragic in so 
many ways, but it may be that the longest lasting effect will be to make us so 
depressed that we lose entirely our sense of well-being - and out of that, the 
energy we need to care for those who look to us for hope.   

 
 What did Isaiah say: if you stop abusing the poor, if you stop wagging your fingers 

and speaking evil to one another; if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom will be 
lifted as under the noon day sun. For such good works the Lord will guide you      
continually; he will satisfy your needs.  

 
 As the last hymn reminded us, ‘Lord, grant us the strength to stay with you, 

the Truth, the Life, the Way’. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Adapted from the Creed of the United Methodist Church of the USA, 2016 

 
We believe in God, Creator of the world;  
and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all creation.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of all good gifts  
and we repent of our sin in misusing what he has given us.  

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork  
and we dedicate ourselves to its care and enhancement. 
 
We commit ourselves to affirming the dignity  
and rights of every person: men, women, children,  
youth, young adults, the aging and people with disabilities; 
and to the equal sharing of all that our society holds  
on behalf of us all.  
 
We believe in the right and duty of us all  
to eliminate economic and social distress. 
 
We dedicate ourselves to peace   
to the rule of justice and law among nations,  
and to individual freedom for all peoples everywhere. 
 
We believe in the present and final authority of God  
in human affairs 
and we gladly accept our calling  
to show in our lives the Good News of the Gospel 
in every place we go.  Amen. 

 
Litany of Penance  

 
On this day of ‘changing gear’, when we turn from the city to the desert, 
we use one of the ancient litanies of the Church to help us to draw closer 
to God’s call to repentance, as the people of Nineveh did through Jonah:      
      

The Litany of Penitence 
 

 Let us call to mind our sins and the infinite mercy of God:  
 
God the Father, God the Son:    have mercy on us. 
God the Spirit, giver of life:   have mercy on us.  
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity:  have mercy on us. 
 
From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity and hypocrisy; from envy,    
 hatred and malice and from all evil intent:   
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 From sloth, worldliness and love of money; from hardness of heart and      
 contempt for your word and your laws:  
O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
From sins of body and mind; from the deceits of the world, the flesh and 
the devil: 
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  



 In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; in the hour of death and at the 
 day of judgement: 
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your birth, childhood and    
 obedience; by your baptism, fasting and temptation:  
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 By your ministry in word and work; by your mighty acts of power; and by 
 your preaching of the kingdom:  
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 By your agony and trial; by your cross and passion; and by your precious 
death and burial: 
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 By your mighty resurrection, by your glorious ascension, and by the sending 
 of the Holy Spirit:  
 O Lord, God, Son of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 
 Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and 
 our deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our 
 lives according to your Holy Word:  

   
 Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, 
 have mercy upon us.  
 
 So we remember † that we are dust, dust we are and to dust we shall        
 return.  
 
 Make in us a clean spirit, O God: 
 and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
 Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we 
have said and done, through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault.  

 We have wounded your love, and marred your image in us. We 
are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 
 The Lord enrich us with his grace and nourish us with his blessing; the Lord 

defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; the Lord accept our     
prayer, and absolve us from all our offences, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. Amen.  

  
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

    
With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father:   
 
We pray for those we have injured or offended: 
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For grace to amend our lives throughout this season of Lent:   
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For our Church and for its work to preach the love and mercy of God:  
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For Thomas, Ava, Ivy, Bella and for all preparing for baptism:  
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For peace in the world, that a new spirit of reconciliation may grow 
among nations and peoples:   
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For the poor, for refugees, for Nazanin Zaghari Radcliffe and for all in 
danger:  
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
 
For the sick, those in hospital and those close to death: for Christopher 
Browne, Jennifer Franich, Mariolina and Peter Freeth, Emily Grainger, 
Kris Hyde, Hayley Jenkins, John, Kingsley Lewis, John Scott, Charlie 
Sharpe, Vera Taggart, Lyn Thompson and Melanie Toogood.  
Lord of love, in your mercy hear us.  
  

 For Carol Saunders who died on Sunday and for those whose anniver-
saries fall this week: Bill Barton, Daisy Hughes, Don Rowan, Stuart Low, 
Fr Jack Holden, Hilary Oliver, Stanley Nisbet and Fr Ron Farley.  

 
 God our Father, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come 

close to you in penitence with prayer, fasting and generosity; accept our 
Lenten offering, and when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your 
unfailing mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.    
 

Anthem:   Stabat Mater       Giovanni Pergolesi 
 

Stabat Mater dolorosa, iuxta crucem lacrimosa 
Dum pendebat Filius.  Amen.    

  
 

Notices 
  

Blessing 
 

May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  
to deny yourselves, take up your cross and follow him;  
and may the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be with us, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn:  AM121  Forty days and forty nights           [t Aus der tiefe] 

  
Forty days and forty nights 
thou wast fasting in the wild, 
forty days and forty nights 
tempted and yet undefiled.  
  
And if Satan, vexing sore, 
flesh or spirit should assail, 
thou, his vanquisher before, 
grant we may not faint nor fail.  
  
Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 
ever constant by thy side, 
that with thee we may appear 
at the eternal Eastertide.   (Words:  George Smyttan and Francis Pott)  

   
 

May God bless  
every £1 we give 
so that St James’ 
will be here, not 
just for today and 
for tomorrow, but 
for the future he 
wants to create.  

The grieving Mother 
stood weeping beside the cross 
where her Son was hanging. 
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