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Dear All,  
 
One of the great things about having links with other churches is that it stops us thinking we 
are the only ones going through the mill! However challenging we find things here, our friends 
in Grace Church in Alvin, Texas have had to cope with unseasonal freezing weather and burst 
pipes which did a lot of damage to their Hall on Shrove Tuesday/Ash Wednesday morning.  
 

But they still celebrated 
Ash Wednesday somehow! 

 

LENT  We had some destruction of 
our own last week as we marked Ashing Sunday with a rather    
feeble attempt on video to convert palm crosses into ash!  But we 
really look forward to returning to our regular routine when we  
restart services in Church on Sunday March 14th which is also 
Mothering Sunday. And what better day to welcome Ava, Ivy and 
Bella Wilson into St James’! Because these are still critical days in 
trying to overcome Coronavirus we are making haste slowly...  

 
On this ‘first Sunday back’, the liturgy for the day at 10am will still be a ‘Service of the Word’ 
not a Mass. It will be short (40 minutes) and the theme will, of course, be Baptism. There will 
be music (but not dancing!) and we will be experimenting with the new webcam technology 
for the first time too. Members of the congregation are very welcome but of course we will 
need to remind ourselves about social distanc-
ing, the use of sanitiser and the wearing of 
masks as we did before this latest lockdown.  
  
Normal 10am Sunday Masses will  start on the 
following Sunday: March 21st, Passion Sunday. 
By then we hope we will have got used to the 
idea of being back and will have sorted out any 
technical issues with the webcams. 8am  
Masses will re-start on the 14th.  
 
Maria and Sinead look forward to inviting 
back our Sunday School children for (socially 
distanced) sessions which will resume in the 
Hall on Sunday 21st March.  
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Weekly  

Calendar and Daily Prayer themes 
 

Sun 28 LENT 2                                 Sophie Duffy; James, Reggie and Olive Murphy  
Mon 1  DEL Lent 2                           Jade Nicholson, John, Charlie and Henry Green 
Tues 2  St Chad     Isabel Nisbet, Joyce Owusu, Toni Parker, Jess and Tayah Phillips 
Wed 3  Feria   Nick, Matilda, Barnaby Powell; John, Hilary and Laura Roden, Hope 
Thurs 4 Feria              Rosemary Ross;  Helen Schofield; Sam , Joe, Charlie and Isla         
Fri 5  Feria     Nick, Isabelle, Maxwell and Leon Sharples; Susan and Eric Sorensen                               
Sat 6  Feria                             Claire, Alex, Kaitlin and Oliver Suksiri; Vera Taggart             
Sun 7 LENT 3  Fr Stephen Taylor; Ken and Margaret Thompson; Fr Victor de Waal                              

THIS WEEK  
 
Sun         LENT 2  Streamed ‘Service of the Word’ at 10am. 
Mon 11.30-2pm  NHS staff rehearse for their fund-raising recording.  
Tues 10am Morning Prayer.  
Wed 8am-10pm Church closed. 6pm Grace Church, Alvin, Texas: zoom 

prayers. 7.30pm  Lent Study: the History of the Bible (1)   
Thurs 8am-10pm Church closed.  11am Consistory Court hearing by zoom.  

6pm Evening Prayer. 6.15 Basic Christianity course looks at St Mark (3).   
Fri 12-3pm NHS staff fund-raising recording. 
Sun 7 LENT 3  Streamed ‘Service of the Word’ at 10am. 

The easiest way to access our streamed services is by 
typing St James Islington YouTube into your browser.  



From the Weekly News:  
ABRAHAM  Our Old Testament reading today takes us in two directions: both   
backwards and forwards. Looking back at the book of Genesis we have a ‘who do you 
think you are?’ moment! Here God spells out how two old people, Abraham and his 
wife Sarah would be transformed into the foundation figures for the greatest dynasty 
there ever was. They even get a name-change to mark the event!  
But not before Abraham had sent his servant-girl Hagar and their son Ishmael into the 
desert to found the Arab line which would be the home of Islam and the birthplace of 
the prophet Mohammed in 570ad.  
The younger, Jewish, line, derives from Abraham and Sarah who, after much         
difficulty, had just one son together, Isaac. In time Isaac and his wife Rebekah had 
two sons of their own, Esau and Jacob, and they became the forebears of King David - 
and, course of Jesus, the founder of Christianity. Abraham therefore is the father, not 

just of many nations as God had promised but also the founding father of three faiths too.  
Was this ever in the mind of God? Did he imagine that out of these two very old people, three great religions 
would emerge? And does it not break his heart to see the way these faiths have found it impossible to live side 
by side: from the rise of antisemitism throughout Europe, to the hostility between Jews and Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories and to the almost total breakdown in relationships between Christians and Muslims around 
the world today, not least in Nigeria?  
So our theme this morning focuses on our roots in Abraham - and our prayers for future healing between the 
three great Abrahamic faiths. We travel, at least in our imaginations and with the help of some pictures, to the 
great city of Jerusalem. 
Turning to the future we also look at our own community. Given the fact that we live in a overwhelmingly    
secular community our differences are less to do with religion than with the range of opportunities available: in 
work and wealth creation, in ethnic backgrounds, in leisure and cultural preferences. What does it mean to say 
that Abraham would be the ‘father’ to us all in a community where such ideas seem obsolete? What does it 
mean for our co-existence and mutual flourishing?  

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Dr Maria Burniston who 
was appointed Director of Clinical Physics at St Bart’s 
Hospital this week - a major promotion! The interview 
was by zoom - of course!  
 
THANKS TO ANTONIA NISTOR for sending in a 
picture of one of the St Valentine’s Day Sunday School 
crafts!  
 
CONSISTORY COURT After a full twelve months of 

delays, the Diocesan Consistory Court will finally sit (by zoom) at 10am this coming Thursday.  I cannot 
over-emphasise the importance of this case in the life and ministry of St James’ at this point in its life and 
we do ask for your prayers for all those who will be involved. The Diocesan Chancellor is His Honour  
David Etherington QC; the proposers: Fr John and Isabel Nisbet; the Parties Opponent: Eric Sorensen 
and Alastair Hume. The outcome should be known by Friday March 19th.  

 

 

PRAYER BOARD/NOTICES Requests for prayer welcome 
    
BIRTHDAYS  Very many Happy Returns on Monday to Claire Suksiri as she copes 

each day with children with severe learning difficulties; on Thursday to 
Rebecca Allen.  

SICK Christopher Browne, Jennifer Franich, Mariolina and Peter Freeth, Emily 
Grainger, Kris Hyde, Hayley Jenkins, John, Kingsley Lewis, John Scott, 
Charlie Sharpe, Vera Taggart, Lyn Thompson and Melanie Toogood 
(ICU., UCH).  

ANNIVERSARIES  29th:  Bill Blackmore (1996); 2nd: Paddy Woolard; 5th: Violet 
Righaleto (1997), Derek Knight (1999), Peter Cozens (2010), Fr Ed   
Renner (2011); 6th: Bp Edmund Capper (1998), Fr David Charles      
Edwards (2020).   

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH LINKS  In the US: Suzanne Smith, Rector of Grace Church, 
Alvin, Texas. Suzanne’s husband Travis is Rector of Holy Comforter, 
Angleton, 14 miles away. Japan: Fr Sebastian and Yuki Naniwa serving 
in Ehime near Hiroshima. 

 PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE  Our prayers continue for Nazanin Zaghari Radcliffe 
whose 5 year sentence is due to be completed on Sunday 7th March. We 
pray that some kind of formula can allow her to return to the UK as soon 
as possible. 

HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 
Thanks to zoom, we hope it 

will be possible to spend 
three evenings in Lent     

looking at passages from this 
highly recommended book. 

The three themes are:  
The Bible today 

The theme of the Bible 
The Bible and Faith 

 

Copies can be bought 
from Book Depository at 
£10.50 including postage 
and packing.  
 

The proposal is to ‘meet’ on 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm on 
March 3rd, March 17th 

and March 31st. 
Ken Thompson will be the 

convener and host. 
Please contact Isabel  

(nisbet.isabel@gmail.com) 
to receive the zoom link.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you 
all soon.  
 
Keep in touch! 
John 


