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13 MAY  
2020     

Dear All, 
 
Well, after all, Boris had little new news on Sunday evening and we wait for more details about 
when and if churches can re-open. I just hope that the passing comment on the radio last Sunday 
that it might not be until the New Year proves to be alarmist and rather wide of the mark.  
 
But in the meantime we are trying to use the lock-down to good effect. Thanks to our  kitchen 
fitters ‘James Matthew Solutions’ we have been able to start on the major refit of the heavily used 
Church Hall kitchen which usually hosts activities for at least a dozen groups each week plus the 
regular round of parties and other occasional celebrations.   
 
As always when kitchens are stripped out, they seem far dirtier than one would like to admit so 
this is the prefect time for a major deep clean, repaint and refit - all ready for our activities to   
restart the minute we are given the all-clear. Some early photographs: completion May 29th–ish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of course our principle regular users  
are the team from Pack-Up, the Monday 
lunch club for members of the street     
community. While the kitchen is 25 
years old, the three fridges and the dish-
washer are brand new, signs of the key 
role the Hall plays, week by week.    

APPEAL FOR TOP QUALITY PRE-
OWNED CHILDREN’S CLOTHES 
AND BOOKS  Julia Maile continues to 
ask for donations of clothes and books  
for local families. Despite our affluence 

the rate of poverty in Islington is high: 10% of families 
in  the Borough rely on income support. Anything you 
can spare will be gratefully passed on to those in 
need. Further details available from Julia on:  
www.merrygoroundUK.org  
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Weekly  

Calendar and Daily Prayer themes 
 

Sun 17  EASTER 6                          Barry, Hayley, Theo and Freddie Jenkins 
Mon 18  DEL Easter 6                 Alexandra Jones; Grace and Elrose Joseph                       
Tues 19 St Dunstan         Miranda Jules; Eva, Roy, Jerome and Zuri Kasella     
Wed 20  St Alcuin        Charlotte, Josh and Olivia Kennedy; Philip Kingston  
Thurs 21  ASCENSION DAY                             Kingsley Lewis; Beryl Lloyd       
Fri 22  Feria                      Kurt, Julia and Florence Maile; McBrien families 
Sat 23 6  Feria                 Paula, Gianni and Giandre Morrison; Bill Murphy                           
Sun 24  ASCENSION SUNDAY    Jade Nicholson, Charlie and Henry Green 
 

Birthdays this coming week  
 

Many Happy Returns on Wednesday to Julia Maile,   
founder of the Merry-Go-Round charity for clothes and 
books; on Friday to Mae Dennison who will be 5, and to 
Kris Hyde and Dan Bryan.  

http://www.merrygorounduk.org/
http://www.merrygorounduk.org/


ROSE BAKER  The archive picture in past week’s Arena newsletter was, of course, of Rose 
Baker, receiving a bouquet of flowers from Jill Hetherington on the occasion of her and Jim’s 

60th wedding anniversary Mass at St James’ in December 
2009! In advance of Rose’s funeral at Islington Cemetery at 
2pm on Wednesday 20th May I thought you might like to 
read her daughter Maria’s tribute:    
Rosetta (Rose) Baker was born in Montserrat, West Indies on 24th 
January 1929. She married James Baker on the 6th December 1949 
and they had five children together. In 1956 she left the children 
with their grandparents and travelled to England to join her     
husband James to enable them to live and work to ensure a better 
life for the family. Rose worked in a variety of jobs in London, as a 

post woman at Mount Pleasant Post Office, at the British Drug Store and at a Ladies Handbag firm.    
In 1961 Rose and James purchased a property in Ellington Street, and between 1961 to 1963 the       
children were able to leave Montserrat and be reunited with their parents. Rose gave birth to her sixth 
child a daughter in 1963. The family then moved to Popham Street in 1974 and it was then that she 
started attending St James’ Church. Rose continued working until 1989 when she retired. 
As the children all became adults and took their own path Rose and James had lots of time on their 
hands. After retiring Rose and James visited many countries, Canada, America, St Lucia, Antigua and 
they also went on cruises when she visited several Caribbean countries. Rose and James visited    
Montserrat during the winter months while living in the UK. 
In 1994 Rose and James decided to return to Montserrat to live but due to the volcanic eruption in 1995 
they had to return to the UK as their property was destroyed by the volcano and the island was       
devastated. 
It was easy for Rose and James to settle back into their London way of life as all their family, with the 
exception of daughter Gwen and family in Canada, were living in the UK. They moved back to live 
with their son at Popham Street and Rose continued worshipping at St James’ Church. 
Rose and James then moved to Jacobin Lodge, Holloway in 1997 but due to James’ illness moved to 
Pennefather House, Mildmay Park, Islington in 2016.  James died on 23rd April 2018.  Rose continued 
living at Mildmay until she died on 24th April 2020. 
Rose has been a great supporter of St James’, Prebend Street. She was very much loved by the        
congregation.  She was always well dressed for her age and very pleasant. She will very much be 
missed by the St James’ community. May she rest in Peace. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  It was great to be able to catch (socially distanced of course!) various      
members of the Seabrook, Falcioni, Jenkins, Greenaway, Suksiri, Nistor, Roden, Powell and 
Green families on this week’s Sunday School distribution round - and to receive all these     
pictures of craft work via email - a great reminder that the Church is people not buildings!  

 
 

 
Keep safe! 
 
Best wishes as ever, 
John 


