ST JAMES’ CHURCH, ISLINGTON N1 8PF

February 4th 2018 CANDLEMASS YrB 18/5
Welcomer:
Reader:
Euch. Mins:
Coffee:
Flowers:
Organist:

Ken Thompson
Jack Carter
Maria Flavius and Norah Hodge
Nick and Isabelle Sharples
Norah Hodge
Adam Dickson

Reading for Sunday b Lent, 11th February 2018 at 10am:
2 Kings 2: 1-12, 2 Cor. 4: 3-6 Shirley Chinery and Ros Ford

Collect:
Holy God, you know
the disorder of our sinful lives:
set straight our crooked hearts,
and bend our wills to love your
goodness and your glory in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT Think how much of our lives
depend on light! We take it for granted that we can see what
we are doing at any time of the day or night; we rely on
coloured lights to control our traffic and any number of
indicator and warning lights on everything from washing
machines to aeroplanes. Light makes us feel safe. Add to that
the use of light to create photographic images - and the manipulation of light in billions of i-phone screens - indicates the
absolute demand for light, everywhere and all the time.
But despite its familiarity, I hope it is not too late to look
again at light - and at Jesus’ claim that he came to be the true
‘light of the world’. What does that phrase mean when there is
so much other light around? How can Jesus’ kind of light not
be overwhelmed by the dazzling lights the world offers … and
at the touch of a button?
We can start by recalling how candlelight is different. It might
seem weaker but it has a fascination that electric light rarely
gives as it flickers and burns. Today we give thanks that, once
Christ’s light has made its home in us, we don’t just ‘see’ but
we share in the mysterious way that God sees things too.
Notes on today’s readings:
Malachi 3: 1-5

Unexpected, God’s new
messenger would come to judge all the nations
Hebrews 2: 14-end Unless Jesus was a
real man, we could not be released from sin
St Luke 2: 22-40 Simeon’s patience is
rewarded: he has seen the light of the nations

TODAY’S HYMNS at 10am
AM112 New life has dawned
Entry
CAHON574 Purify my heart
Gradual
P of Light CG21 Longing for Light
Offertory AM113 When candles are l.
P Comm. CAHON334 I watch the s.
CP513 Lord the light
Final

WELCOME to everyone in Church today, especially those visiting for the first time.
 Please ask the nearest person to you in the pews if there is anything you need. There is
a carpeted area in the south aisle for our smallest children. A full service booklet
is available and the T-loop system works well.
 A collection of money is taken during Mass (see back page for giving by text).
 At the time of communion, please feel free to come forward to the front of Church either to receive communion or a blessing. Jesus invites everyone, you too!
 Finally, do stay for a drink after Mass if you can and say hello before you leave. If you
would like to keep in touch, please fill in a white Contact Card and we’ll respond asap.

St James’ Islington: discovering how to live like Jesus in the 21st century

CHILDREN’S PARTY: Sunday 4th
February at 3.30pm. This should be a
great event with nearly 40 booked in
already. Entertainment, games and food.
Do come if you can.
JUNIOR MUSIC GROUP Quietly, in
the background, a new development in our
parish is emerging: we are discovering
some talented musicians among our young
people. Today it is the turn of Luca and
Francesca Falcioni to play short pieces
after Communion. As St Augustine almost
said: “those who (play) pray twice!”
WEEKDAY MASSES While it is really
encouraging to see numbers growing again
at the 10am Mass on Sundays, can I remind
everyone about the Mass at 10am on
Wednesdays? Just half an hour long it acts
as a real oasis in the middle of the week
and is especially helpful for anyone who is
not working and who has had to be away at
the week-end. For reasons to be explained
below, the 9am Tuesday morning Mass
will have to be suspended this month.
JURY SERVICE As some of you know I
have been called up for Jury Service as
from Monday 19th February. The likelihood is that I will be confined to the Old

Bailey (!) from 19th to 2nd March. I am
also due some annual leave from 8-16th
March. I am therefore very grateful to
everyone - and especially the parish
officers - for being available while I am
away. Hilary is on the end of a mobile;
Isabel will be back from the US next
week-end and Adam will be in the
Office as usual. Please use them!
WHAT’S ON AT ST JAMES’ THIS WEEK

Sun CANDLEMASS 8am Mass. 10am All Age
PARISH MASS and PROCESSION. 7pm
Gisella Meyer trio recital.
Mon 12noon Pack-Up.
Tues 8.30am Morning Prayer. 9am Mass.
Wed 10am Mass. Chapter meeting, St Clements.
7.15pm Arlington Association, Vicarage.
Thurs 6pm Evening Prayer. 6.15-7pm Open
Office session. 7pm Cantallini Choir.
Sun 11 SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 8am Mass.
10am PARISH MASS and SUNDAY
SCHOOL.
Calendar and Daily Prayer themes
Sun 4 CANDLEMA SS Shirley Chinery; Peng and Lenka Chou
Mon 5 DEL W k5
Liz Clark, Cyril Daley, Dennis Davis
Tues 6 Feria
Will Ellsworth-Jones; Adam Dickson
Wed 7 Feria
Sophie Duffy, James Reggie and Olive
Thurs 8 Feria Amy and Freddie Eldon-Richier; Falcioni family
Fri 9 Feria
Lisa and Sonny Follett; Wendy Fisher-Gordon
Sat 10 Feria Maria Flavius; Ros, Chris, Beatrice and Sebastian
Sun 11 SUNDAY b LENT
James, Eliza, George and Bobby

PRAYER BOARD/NOTICES Requests for prayer welcome
Many Happy Returns tomorrow to Mark Hodge; and on Friday
to Liz Clarke who will be 95 on Friday. She still catches the
bus here from Balls Pond Road every Wednesday morning
without fail! Ad multos annos!
BANNS OF MARRIAGE Between Robert James Pickin and Jodie Ann Callan
both single and of this parish. This is for the first time of
asking.
IN OUR PRAYERS Robert Addington, Amy, Claudette Baker, James Baker,
Carol Brierley, Olive Cairns, Jane Carey, Vivienne Carlton,
Peter Comerford, Marian Davis, Geraldine, Lisa Grigg, Kelly
Harding, Jamie, Leigh, Lorraine, Petra Potter, Rene, Violet
Shuman, John Scott, Paul Smith, Sue, Janet Young.
ANNIVERSARIES 7th: Fr George Haines (2000); 8th: Leonard Baugh,
Henry Miller and Bernard Barton; 9th: Fr Geoffrey Marlow
(former Parish Priest, 2008).
BIRTHDAYS

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE We continue to pray and to hope for the release of
Nazanin Zaghari-Radcliffe on humanitarian grounds, aware that the situation in
Iran is very uncertain and our political energies are currently elsewhere. We pray
for her, for Richard and for their daughter Gabriella at this time.

MONDAYS
12.15-1.15pm

No cash for the
collection?
Text STJI01 and
the amount of
your
donation
(£10/£5/£3/£2)
to 70070
Thank-you!
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