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Playing a Nativity version of ‘Heads
Up’ at the Christmas morning Mass

Phoenix Organs
The PCC has agreed to investigate
the long term future of the organ after
a series of warnings about electronic
failures. As part of the investigations
we have invited Dave Bostock of
Phoenix Organs to provide some
technical advice about the possibility
of not only replacing outdated
components but also of adding some
additional stops to make the organ
more exciting to listen to.

Mardi GrasParty
Following on from the hugely
successful Christmas children’s party
last year, a similar event in being
planned for Mardi Gras on Sunday
February 26th. Invitations are on their
way but note the date!

January PCC Meeting
On the Agenda: putting flesh on
“PHASE 2” the new five year plan
2016-20. This is in readiness for
some proposals to come before the
AGM on 30th April.

We can all look back on 2016 at St
James’ with a real sense of
achievement. After so much effort,
permission for the re-ordering was
finally granted and was completed on
time and within budget. Our 140th
celebrations, with a full Church spilling
out onto the grass in the sunshine, will long be remembered.
The year started off in January with a bang as nearly thirty children
and their parents descended on the Church Hall for an old fashioned
children’s party, complete with an entertainer, games and lashings of
jelly! Some of them returned for the Pantomine on the 23rd where
James and Megan of our new Second Sunday Choir were among the
performers. On the first Sunday of February we held an informal but
well-attended Congregational Meeting in which we laid out some ideas
for the new 5 year plan to start in 2017. The yellow forms that followed
were a helpful guide to the way forward.
The events of March indicated the range of activities in which we are
currently involved: an RE week at Richard Cloudesley School, hosting
the ‘Big Issue’ fund-raising night-hike (all 225 of them to 2.30am!),
welcoming Cantallini for the first of three fine concerts they have given
this year, and also completing the refurbishment of the Hall flat. The
lorries arrived on April 2nd with several tons of scaffolding which
enabled the new lighting to be installed. Despite some early doubts
everyone now realizes what a transformation this has brought to our
wonderful building. Of course this meant that the annual AGM had to
be held, along with our Sunday Masses, in the Church Hall for three
weeks but the AGM went better and we may consider that a permanent
fixture.
We were blessed with good weather throughout May which pleased
the congregation for Mark and Shireen’s wedding and this lasted nicely
through the National Gardens event in the Vicarage on the 10th of
June. The only cold days were when the children from Kwa-Zulu in
South Africa used our Church Hall as a base for their UK tour. Even
though they were cold they sang wonderfully in Church by way of a
thank-you. Before the end of the month we had been delighted to
welcome the Follett family for baptism - and were as amazed as the
rest of the world by the BREXIT vote.
In early July the Freedom Club from St Peter de Beauvoir brought
cake and sandwiches to eat in the Vicarage garden, followed within
days by all the clergy in the Deanery Chapter. During the month we
had welcomed Fr David Addison to St James’ from his former parish
in Oxford but were deeply saddened by the death of Anthony Hill our
organist. In early August we had met Adam Dickson for the first time
and by the end of the year he had been appointed as our new organist.
We supplemented the Bank Holiday congregation with the baptism of
Darcey McBrien. (continued on page 2)

Hope Dixey celebrating her
4th Birthday!

Diary Dates

Review of the year (continued)

Wednesday 11th January 7.30pm
PCC Meeting at the Vicarage.

Newly returned from our summer break, September included the arrival
of new, lightweight Gopak tables for the Hall and Church, a packed
Church for a concert by Epiphoni, organised by Ros Ford of the Second
Sunday Choir and the beginning of a long stint by Michael Mappin who
acted as a simply splendid organ deputy for over two months including
over Christmas. Mid month Fr John led a seminar at the Stepney Area
Conference on the use of churches for music which was very well
received. In October it was good to get the Church bells back after
more than six months of silence while the NET mobile phone aerials
were being installed. The installation had proved to be a much more
difficult enterprise than anyone had first thought. There were also two
very special celebrations, the Admissions to First Holy Communion and
the following week, the wedding of James and Megan Kloet-Gill. They
too were blessed with wonderful weather – and more besides!
November was dominated by lots of remedial work on the buildings
including the installation of a new flat roof over the flower vestry and a
team effort to clear 25 years’ worth of junk from the Hall cellar. At the
PCC meeting Helen Maunsell from St Mary’s spoke movingly about
the effect of leaving their Church open during the day time. In the week
Camden passage was badly flooded in December, nearly a dozen
sang carols in various pubs in the parish and collected £330 for
Pack-Up, far more than was needed to feed over 40 guests who came
to our first ever Christmas lunch on the 19th. Shoe box parcels had also
been collected and it was good to hear a vote of thanks from one of
our regulars at the end. Florence Maile was baptized at last and while
all the community carol services were taking place it was a relief to get
the gates to the boiler house rehung. As always at St James’, the
sacred and the secular go hand in hand. But next year will be quieter!
Fr John

Sunday 15th January EPIPHANY 2
Masses at 8am and 10am.
Saturday 21st January 1.30pm
‘Insiders Tour’ of St Paul’s
Cathedral with members of St
John’s Duncan Terrace.
Sunday 22nd January EPIPHANY
3 Masses at 8am and 10am.
Sunday 29th January
CANDLEMASS Masses at 8am and
10am.
Thursday 2nd February
6pm Farewell Mass to mark the
retirement of Bishop Richard
Chartres, St Paul’s Cathedral
Saturday 4h February
5pm Fr John leads the worship at
the end of the ‘Small Choirs Festival’
at All Saints’, Margaret Street
Sunday 5th February 4 BEFORE
LENT Masses at 8am and 10am.
Saturday 11th February
2pm Blessing of Rings for Joe Ablett
and Jasmine Wells
Sunday 12th February 3 BEFORE
LENT Masses at 8am and 10am.

Website
After three years the time has come to do a major overhaul of the parish
website. Additional pages will be inserted to make it much easier to
advertise events and the old photographs will be replaced. Look out
for changes in the next few weeks.

Text Giving

Parish Priest: Fr John Burniston
1a Arlington Square, N1 7DS
020 7226 4108
Email: vicar@stjamesislington.org
Hall bookings: 020 7354 9170

This is now up and
running! Details (right)
are also in the weekly
news sheets.

